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5 A FULL AND PAIR 


DISCUS 5 10 N 


P RET EN SION S 


OF THE 


DISSENTERS, 


To THE REPEAL or THE 


SACRAMENTAL TEST, 


IHE Diſenters, ſince the firſt Inſtitution of 


the Sacramental Teft, by which they are ex- 


cluded from all Employments of Profit and Truſt, 
unleſs they will ſubmit to take the Lord's. Supper 


after the manner of the Church of England, have 


ſhewn themſelves exceedingly uneaſy under this Re- 
friction. They complain of it as a total Reſtraint 


upon them, and an abſolute Excluſion from the 


.Service of their Country. They pretend, that this 


is a Violation of the civil Rights of their Party ; an 


A 2 Invaſion 


„* 


( 4) 
Invaſion of the natura! Laws of Society; and from 
thence inſinuate, that they labour under a moſt ſe- 
vere Perſecution on account of their Religion. That 
Perſecution, on account of Difference in religious 
Matters, is repugnant to Reaſon, and to the Laws of 
God; that no human Law can be in itſelf valid or 
juſt, when repugnant to theſe; that the 7% AA, 
being a human Law repugnant to theſe, is conſe- 
quently in itſelf neither valid or juſt, and therefore 
it ought to be repealed. 


T HE Conſequences they draw in the Courſe of 

this Argument, are undeniably juſt. Perſecution 
is no doubt unlawful on a religious Account: Every 1 
Man's Opinion muſt be the Rule to himſelf: It 
- ought to be ſo, becauſe it muſt be ſo: For no ex- 
 Fernal Force can alter any Man's private Sentiments, 
This is by Nature impoſſible; and what is impeſibie, 
can never with Juſtice be required: We are all born 
naturally free, both in our Thoughts and Actions. 
We are originally accountable for neither of theſe 
to any but our Maker. In whatever degree our 
Right over our own Actions may beabridged, this is in 
our Power to give up for our greater Advantage, 
and for the Benefit of Society; but for our Thoughts, 
we have no power over them; we cannot part with 
them if we would, nor is it to be ſuppoſed we ſhould 
if we could; for zo Man would deſire Subjefton 
merely for the Thing itſelf; no Man would give up 
more of his Dominion over himſelf than is neceſſary, 
| when he enters into Society; and it is very evident 
that this Ceſſion of Opinions is in no Degree eſſential 
td it. As therefore it is neither poſſible, nor proba- 
ble, nor neceſſary, that we ſhould abandon our Sen- 
timents to the Will of the Society we live in, that 
Society can have no right to demand it, much leſs to 

force it from us. | 
a WE 


4140 


W ᷑E rarely meet with Inſtances of Perſecutians 


carry'd ſo far, as that the Authors of them have 
expected by their Violence to change the Opinions of 
Men. There can hardly be found any one ſo ig- 
norant of the Affections of our Minds, as to think 
this a proper Method to effect that Change. Few 
have carry'd it ſo far as to concern themſelves in the 
leaſt with the Notions entertain'd by particular Men, 


if they keep them to themſelves, We know no 


| Inſtances of this inſupportable Severity, but in the 
- borrid Tribunal of the Inquifition, where Men are 
_Jeiz'd upon bare Suſpicion of holding erroneous Te- 
nets, forc'd to bear Teſtimony againſt themſelves, 
' condemn'd and executed for Crimes which perhaps 
have no other Foundation, than the Envy, Malice, 


and Avarice of their Enemies, their own Jenorance, 


or the Confuſion ariſing from the Horrors of their 
Impriſonment and Proſecution. This is the only 
Perſecution I have heard of, which may be literally 
call'd a Perſecution of Opinions. The ſbocking Bar- 
barities which we have frequent Inſtances of, com- 
" mitted on Account of Religion, are rather Perſecu- 
tions of the Conſeguences of thoſe Opinions, than of 
the Opinions themſelves; Puniſbments inflicted for 
certain Aions done, ariſing from Principles which 
are contrary to thoſe of the efabliſh'd Religion of the 
- Country. 


WHEN I uſe the Word Perſecution, I deſire to 
be underſtood, that I take it not in the fame. Senſe, 
nor annex the ſame Ideas to it, which it generally 
bears. I uſe it to imply only a Force and Compul- 
ſion employ'd againſt any one Man, or any Set of 
Men, on account of certain Actions, or Conſe- 
quences of Opinions, in Matters of Religion. And 
in this Senſe, without doubt, Perſecution in ſome 
Circumſtances, and under /ome Reſtrictions, may 
A 3 
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be highly jaſ and /awful. No Man will deny, 
that if a new Here ſhould ſpring up, the Profeſſors 
of which ſhould make it their Principle, or that it 
ould be a natural Conſequence of their Principles, 
to overturn, Society, that the Society might not juſtly 
uſe am Severities againſt the Profeſſors of ſuch He- 
reſy, to drive them from tbemſelves, and force them 
to inhabit thoſe Deſarts, and to aſſociate themſelves 
only with thoſe Beaſts, whoſe Company they would 
only be fitted for: I ſay, no Man in his Senſes would 
deny this, becauſe it muſt follow, or it might follow, 
that Society would utterly be deſtroy'd by a Tole- 
ration of ſuch Principles; and as we all know, that 
Men were made for Society, and that it is a grand 
Deſign and Inſtitution of God himſelf, it muſt be 
our Duty to prevent, at any Rate, that Deſign and 
Inſtitution from being fruſtrated. 


WE know of a Religion now exiſting in the World, 
the Principles of which, tho* they do not tend in- 
tirely to the Deſtruction of Society, yet their Conſe- 
quences are almoſt as bad, as they tend to keep it in 
eternal Confuſion, which deſtroys its original Inten- 
tion, the Happineſs and Comfort of Mankind. 
What other Tendency can theſe tbeir Doctrines 
have, that Princes excommunicated may be depos'd 
and murder'd by their People; that they have a 
Right to force Mankind, let them be ever fo quiet 
and peaceable, ever fo obedient to the Laws of the 
Land, ever fo beneficial Members of Society, by 
Fire and Sword, to take up theſe Opinions, and 
many others ſuch as theſe. It cannot be ſaid, that 
the Profeſſors of this Religion have any Right to the 
Privileges of that Society which it is their Eydea- 
vour to deſtroy ; nor can it be any Injuſtice to proceed 
with any Violence againſt Perſons, who, by thus 
entertaining Principles deſtructive, to human 1 

. Þ ve 
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have thrown off human Nature. Whatever Share 
of the Advantages of Society they enjoy among us, 
they enfoy not of their own Right, but of our Indul- 
gence; or if they have any Right, it proceeds from 
hence, that it might be, for ſome temporary Reaſons, 
imprudent and impolitick ; in other Words, projudi- 
cial to Society, to drive them totally from us. And 
this Benefit of Society being our Duty to regard, it 
becomes an Obligation upon us not to force them 
from us by Severity: But then it muſt be obſerved, that 
as this Forbearance of Severity ariſes only from the 
Duties of Policy and Prudence, whenever it ſhall hap- 
pen, that either by great encreaſe of Number, by any 
deſperate Attempts from them, or any other Circum- 
ſtance or Accident, it may become impolitick or impru- 
dent to hold the ſame Conduct with them longer, the 
Obligation ceaſes, and our Indulgence, according to 
ſuch Circumſtance or Accident, is either to be di- 
miniſbed in Part, or totally withdrawn. 


THERE is nothing but this Method of reaſon- 
ing can juſtify our preſent Conduct to this Set of 
Men. Their double Taxes, and the other Hardſhi 
by which they are diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of tha 
Proteſtant Religion, would admit of no Excuſe, and 
would juſtly deſerve the Name of Perſecution in the 
worſt Senſe of the Word, if the Neceſſities, nay, I 
may even ſay, the very Being of Society, did not 
inſiſt upon them. This is a ſufficient Juſtification, 
not only of thoſe Hardſhips we now lay on them, 
but of am others whatſoever, if the Circumſtances of 
Aﬀairs ſhould ſo require: And this the Diſſenters ' 
themſelves are ready enough to acknowledge; nor 
do we ever find them complaining of our Reftrifions 
upon this Set of Men, as amounting to Perſecution, 
or an Infringement of the natural Rights of Man- 
kind. a : 


K. 


IF therefore our Uſage of the Perſons of this 
Perſuaſion, be allowed not properly to deſerve the 
Name of Perſecution, or rather not to deſerve a Name 
which implies an unjuſt Severity; it muſt follow, 
that nothing can be deemed a Perſecution, fuch as 
is generally underſtood by that Word, which is 
done for the Advantage of Society, and that a So- 
ciety may lay what Penalties, inflict what Puniſbments, 
and preſcribe what ReftriFions they pleaſe, when 
ſuch Penalties, Puniſbments and Reſtrictions are only 
impoſed tor the general good. 


FROM hence it appears plainly, that Perſecution 
"conſiſts not in As of Violence; for Violence may be in 
ſome Caſes abſolutely neceſſary, and our Duty; but 
it conſiſts in ing Violence when there is no Neceſſity, and 
that neceſſity muſt ever, and can only, be determin'd by 
the public Advantage. As the greateſt Hardſhips on 
this Account, when this is the real Occaſion of them, 
amount to no Perſecution; ſo, on the other Hand, 
the leaſt Injury offer'd, nay the /eaſt Partiality, may 
be eſteem'd a Perſecution, and a very wicked one, 
when it proceeds from any other Principle than zbis. 
From what has been ſaid, may be farther infer'd, 
that it is in no manner lawful to perſecute for the 
Opinion in Religious Matters, or becauſe Opinions of 
otber Men are different from our own, but becauſe 
they are Opinions with relation to civil Matters, 
which have a Tendency to the Ruin of Society. 


THUS much ] have thought proper to premiſe, 
to explain a little the Nature of Perſecution, which 
is a Word, as I take it, as little underſtood as any 
in our whole Language. What I mean 1s, that 
I know no Word by which our Ideas are more con- 
fuſed. The World have almoſt made it neceſſary 
for us to uſe it, and our Language hardly — 

; another 
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1 
anot ber to ſignify any fort of Reſtriction laid upon 
People for differing in religious Matters; and 
yet at the ſame time it is moſt commonly taken in 
the worſt Senſe; ſo commonly, that if ſome Caution 
were not given, as we are frequently obliged to uſe 
it in a different Acceptation, we might draw our 
Readers into groſs Miſtakes, or at beſt appear per- 
plexed and confuſed in thoſe very Paſſages where it is 
of moſt Importance for us to be diſtinct and clear. I 
hope this ſmall Digreſſion upon the Acceptation of 
the Word, will not appear of 20 Conſequence. As 
to what I have ſaid of the Nature of Perſecution it- 
ſelf, I have thought that of the higheſt Neceſſity. 
It is from hence I ſhall be enabled to deſtroy the 
Principal Arguments of the Difſenters; and I ima- 


gine, that the Way wy. cleared thus far, it will 
1 


not be afterwards very difficult to prove, that the 
Demands of theſe Gentlemen are in no degree reaſon- 


able, and conſequently that we are not to abrogate 
that Law, of which they ſo grievouſly complain. 


7 HAVE already allowed from the Beginning, 
that the Concluſions of the Diſſenters in their Argu- 
ment for the Repeal of the Teſt, are ſtrong and ju}. 
The Point we are now to examine, 1s, whether the 
Premiſes are ſo likewiſe: If this ſhould appear, I 
ſhall no longer diſpute the Queſtion with them. 
They ought to be gratified, and in this Caſe I be- 
heve they will. Unleſs the Cauſe appear very much 
againſt them, it is natural to ſuppoſe their Impor- 
tunity will prevail: For tho' Importunity is the 


molt certain Means to encreate Oppoſition in Matters 


- indifferent, ſuch as Religion appears to moſt Men at 
this time, it is infinitely more efficacious than any 
Argument that can be uſed. 


IN the firſt place then, I ſhall very readily agree, 
B 


that 


ä —— — — 
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that the Teſ Ad has ſet the Diſſenters upon a differ- 
ent Foot from the reſt of the Society: the Conclu- 
fion they draw from hence is, that their natural 
Privileges, are infringed. If they ſay diminiſhed, I 
allow that likewiſe to be true; for every Man's na- 
tural Privileges (ſuch I mean as are his Rights in a 

State of Nature) are no doubt abridged exceedingly 
by his Entrance into Society : But when infringe 
implies to abridge unjuſtly, this I deny abſolutely to 
be their Caſe. 


IN order to prove this, I ſhall firſt beg leave to 
ſhew that it is no Infringement of the natural Privi- 
leges of Mankind, to lay ſome Men under more ſe- 
vere Reſtrictions than others in Society; and next I 
ſhall enquire what are the natural Privileges about 
which ſo great a Noiſe is made. 


AS for the firſt, this perfe?? Equality among 
Mankind; I believe it never entered into the Brains 
of any Men, but ſuch who from an extravagant Am- 
bition have founded a Syſtem upon levelling Princi- 
ples, and the Deſtruction of all Order and Decency in 
the World: I ſay, from an extravagant Ambition, 
becauſe they have always deſerted their Principles as 
ſoon as they have drawn a ſufficient Number of 
others into them, to work their own Ends, And 
it is giving them the moſt gentie Treatment, ta ſay, 
that their Conduct, in the Concluſion, has ever 
ſhewn that their Principles were erroneous, Such an 
Expectation is chimerical and ridiculous, nay abſo- 
lutely impeſſible, and that any Man may perceive at 
the firſt Sight ; ſo that this being the Foundation of 
the natural Rights of the Diſſenters, I ſhrewdly ſuſ- 
pect they will never attain the full Enjoyment of 
them, as long as the World endures. 


IF 


1 - 


IF Perſecution be allowed to conſiſt in depriv- 
ing Men of this Equality, which it may be ſup- 
poſed they might poſſeſs in a Szate of Nature, there 
is not a Country upon the whole Earth where there 
is not a Perſecution at this Hour exiſting ; nay, 
Society itlelf is a State of Perſecution, The Diſ- 
ſenters may travel as far as Hottentotia, and even 
there not find this natural Right, and primitive li- 
berty. The people of Holland, who I believe will 
be allowed to have as little of Per/ecution in their 
Government, as any under the Sun ( * not to ob- 
ſerve, that they never carry their indulgence fo far, 
as to admit Men of Perſuaſions different to thoſe of 
the Religion there eſtabliſhed, into Places of Profit 
and Truſt) yet, I ſay, the People of Holland them- 
ſelves are guilty of Perſecution in this Senſe to a high 
Degree. According to this Doctrine, the natural 
Rights of thoſe are infringed, and they are conſe- 

uently perſecuted, who labour under heavier Taxes 

an the reſt of the Community; and yet it is noto- 
riouſly known, that theſe Taxes bear the greateſt diſ- 
proportion, and that at a time when the Province 
of Utrecht may be but moderately burthened, North 
Holland ſhall pay an Inpaſition ten times more griev- 
ous: Nor will it be {ſufficient to anſwer, that this 
is done for their own ſakes, becauſe it is certain, 
that many who have Lands in that Part of the Re- 
public, would willingly give them up to the Sea for 
ever, if the Government would permit them to do 
it. By this Rule the Land Tax, or any other In- 
Poſition in this Country, may be called a Perſecution ; 
for this exact Equality is not, and cannot be pre- 
ſerved in ſuch Matters ; nay, the Argument will 
run ſo far, that a Man who is hanged tof Murder, 


* Vid. Batavia Illuſtrata, by Onſlow Burr 
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br any the moſt enormous Crime, may be ſaid to 
tuffer Perſecution, and to die a Martyr. 


THUS it is evident, that the natural Privileges 
of Mankind vaniſh before that ſupreme Latw of all, 
The Safety of the People. It is proved, that zhis 
Law takes Place of all others in Society; and it is. 
fit indeed it ſhould, when we conſider it to be the 
great Law of God himſelf. It takes Place in reli. 
gious, as well as political Matters: tho' in a jufter 
Senſe, it has, as I obſerved before, a Power only 
in political Matters; becauſe thoſe that are religious, 
muſt in a Degree become political, before it is poſ- 
ſible in Nature for any human Law to take Cogni- 
zance of them. I think, therefore, 1 have made 
it ſufficiently plain, that the Diſſenters are not of 
Neceſſity perſecuted, in not being put on the /ame 
foot with the reſt of their Neighbours ; that their 
natural privileges are not conſequently infringed, but 
only abridged, and that this may be done in many 


inſtances without any wyuſt ſeverity, 


2 


I T is our Buſineſs in the next Place, to enquire 
what are the natural Privileges of Mankind. If it 
is found that they are debarred in reality of any, 
even the ſmalleſt of theſe, I will agree that this 
amounts to the moſt unjuſt Perſecution: But we 
muſt take Care not to be confuſed in our [deas 
of them, and not to underſtand by them ſometimes 
one Thing, and then another : they are often uſed 
to ſignify 1wo Things indifferently, as widely diſtant 
from each other, as Light from Darkneſs. We apply 
them to ſignify both -h Rights of Man in a State of 
Nature, and his Rights in a Society. The Diſſenters 
draw a great Advantage from this uncertain and 
dubious Signißcation of the Terms. The generality 
of Men are puzzled in their Diſputes, by this —_ 
5 a an 
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and often change their Opinions, not by the Con- 


viclion which the Arguments of their Adverſaries car- 
ry with them, but merely becauſe they cannot 
argue themſelves, If we lived in England, in a 
State of Nature, it would be highly proper to ar- 


gue upon the Principles on which they argue: but 


I thank God, this is not our Caſe, nor is it that of 
any People that we are now acquainted with in the 
World; ſo that it muſt appear highly aZ/urd to 
urge the Laws of a State with which we have no- 
thing to do, which we neither now are in, nor ever 
can fall into as long as we, or any of our Poſterity, 
ſhall remain, What we are to underſtand here, 
is the Rights of Men in a Society, which from what 
I have ſaid before may be thus defined. An abſo- 


lute, and unlimited Freedom over all our Actions, as 


far as may he conſiſtent with the general Good: and 1 
will add farther if it will pleaſe them ( though in 
Truth it is granting nothing at all,) at an exact 
Equality, as far as may be conſiſtent with the ſame 


End. 


FROM what has been ſaid. I think it will ap- 


pear ſufficiently evident to any reaſonable Man, that 
the Debate between us and the Diſſenters, is far from 
being a religions Diſpute, and that nothing can be 
more abſurd or ridiculous, than for them to inſiſt 
upon the Repeal of the Teſt, as upon à Matter of 


Conſcience. I believe therefore, I may be fully juſ- - 


tified, if I now put the Controverſy upon a different 
Foot, and treat it like what it really is, ſimply as a 
Matter of Politicks: And I am in no manner of 
doubt, that I ſhall alſo prove, that they have 120 


better Pretence to make their Demand upon this 


gcore, than upon chat of Religion, 


IN 
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IN the Diſcuſſion of this Point, I ſhall fairly 
urge all the Arguments, or at leaſt all thoſe that I 
think have any Appearance of Weight, which have 
ever been made known to me, either by their Writ. 
ings, or by conver/ing with them. I mean, however, 
only thoſe which have Reference to Politics. 


THE frft grand Argument they urge, is found- 
ed upon Gratitude, | enter into the Conſideration 
of it in this place, becauſe I look upon it as @ politi- 
cal Virtue, a Duty neceſſary to the well being of 
Society, as it tends to promqte @ Zeal for the pub- 
lic Service, which without it would be very apt to 


fag and deaden. And here they pretend to ſhew 


the infinite Advantages which this Nation has re- 
ceived from their feady Adherence to the protetant 
Cauſe, and to the Cauſe of Liberty. The three 
grand Occaſſons upon which they have thus glori- 
oufly exerted themſelves are, 1ſt, That of the great 
Rebellion: 2dly, That of the Revolution : and 3dly, 
That of the late Queen's Reign. As to the firſt, 
we are very ready to allow, that they did exert 
themſelves upon bat Occaſion; but how glorious is 
another Queſtion? Were I to argue in favour of 
their Cau/e, I ſhould have choſen to omit this Part 
of their Hiſtory, for I cannot ſee of what Advan- 
tage it can be to them to ſhew that their party have 
at any time deſtroyed ane Tyranny to erect another. 
I ſhould not think myſelf under any great Obli- 
gation to @ Man who ſaved me from dro:ening, and 
then hanged me upon the next Tree; nor can I lee the 
Merit of the Diſſenters, in pulling down King Charles 
the Firſt, to ſet up a Power at leaſt as arbitrary as 
that which he had exerciſed, and ſtill more grievous, 
as it was far more repugnant to the original Form of 
our Conſtitution, and more oppoſite to the general Bent 
of the People, The greateſt Virtue they can boaſt, 

13 


my 


CF 
is to have changed the Shape of Slavery ; and this 
ſeems to entitle them better to be eſteemed 
Promoters of Anarchy and Confufion, than Defenders 
of the Cauſe of Liberty. I do not urge this fo far 
as to inſinuate from thence, that the preſent Di, 
 fſenters are ſtill actuated by the ſame furious Princi- 
ples, or to lay any Load of Reproach upon them for 


thoſe Actions in which they have had no hands 


themſelves, and which I believe great Numbers of 
them heartily wiſh had never been committed ; but 
I obſerve it only to expoſe the Vamty of their Pre- 
tenſions to any Indulgence on this Score, and to 
ſhew, thaty we lie under no Debt of Gratitude to 
them upon this Account, | 


THEIR Preten/ions, founded upon the Strength 
of their Behaviour at the Revolution, are not only 
equally frivolous, but really more abſurd. They 
can claim no Merit, but that of having been paſ- 
five upon that Occaſion, which is a Merit the Pa- 
piſts can claim as well as they; for the whole Nation 
ſubmitted. ro the Change without any Oppoſition 
from any Sed or Set of Men whatſoever : But I 
ſhall not leave the Matter with them here; I ſhall 
take the Liberty to look a little farther into the 
Conduct of their Party about this Time. Let us 
conſider their Behaviour, when King James repealed 
the Penal Laws relating to te Diſſenters. This 
he did without Conſent of Parliament, of the 
PlenTude of his Power, and it was one of the moſt 


illegal and _— Actions of his Reign. If it 


was not done to Terve the Preſviterians, they had 
ſtill the % Reaſon to thank him: but how did 
they exert themſelves upon this π mens Violation 
of the Privileges of their Country ® Did they pe- 
tition? Did they remonſtrate? or did they take 
up Arms in Defence of their ſhattered — 
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No! But they addreſſed, and that with all the Ex- 
preſſions of Foy and Thankfulneſs : And theſe very 
Addreſſes are now in being, to teſtify how great was 
their Caſe of the publick Welfare; how great their 
Zeal and Vigour in the Cauſe of Libtrty. 


W E have now ſeen how far we are bound in 
Gratitude to comply with the Diſſenters, on Account 
of their public Spirit in the Reigns of King Charles 
and King James. Let us next examine their Pre- 
tenſions to it in that of Queen Anne, At the 
latter End of her Reign, new Difficulties were laid 
upon them; the Nation was alarmed with the Proſ- 
2 of the Pretender, and conſequently with the 


ears of Popery. The Diſſenters could not but- 


ſhare in the general Conſternation, as they knew 
they would naturally fall the firſt Vidlim to it; and 
therefore they were heartily diſpoſed, without doubt, 
ro prevent ſo fatal an Accident. In what farther man- 
ner they diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the Cauſe of 
Liberty, 1 cannot tell, unleſs (* as we are imformed 
by one of their late writers) they entered into ſecret 
Concerts in favour of the preſent Royal Family: and 
how far this may be a Recommendation of them, or 
make it prudent to favour them with Places of Pro- 
fit and Truſt, I leave it to the ſame Royal Family to 
determine, who poſſibly may think, as mo/# other 
Princes have done, that thoſe who have been moſt 
active in ſecret Concerts and Cabal, though in their 
own Cauſe, are not the moſt proper perſons to be 


much entruſted, or much relied upon. 


WE may eaſih perceive from what has been 


| faid, how far we are engaged in Gratitude to repeal 


* The Nature ind Conſequences of the Sacramental Teſt 
conſidered. | | 
the 
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the Satramental Tet : We ſee bow they have afed 
in thele three Reigns: We likewiſe ſee upon what 
Motives they have acted: And we ſee alſo, that 
theſe Motives were no other than thoſe of private 


Intereſt, and not at all that Zeal for the Cauſe of ' 


Liberty, of which they boaſt ſo much, and on 
which they ground their Pretenſions. We may, 
therefore, very readily determine the Degree of Ob- 
ligation which lies upon us, on this Score, which 
is at beſt ſo much and /o much only, as would lie upon 


any one man to another, who had accidentally, and 


without deſign to his Advantage, done him ſome ſervice 
in the purſuit of bis own Intereſts ; yet notwithſtanding 
the /utle Merit to- which it appears they have a 
right Claim, they have been rewarded as if their 
Services had been of the higheſt Nature. Upon the 


Acceſſion of his late Majeſty to the Throne, he 


found the Diſſenters labouring under the Reftric- 
tion of three Penal Laws. The She AA, the 
Occaſional Att, and the Teſt Ac c of theſe 
debirred any Diſſenler from teaching in any School, 
except to read and write, The ſecond forbid any 
ſuch once appearing in. any other Afemblies of 
religious Worſhip, than thoſe of the eſtabliſhed Church, 
under the Penalty of Forty Pounds, and Forfeiture 
of Place. The third is the preſent Ad, of which 
they inſiſt upon the Repeal; and this requires every 
Man to receive the Sacrament, according to the 
Ufage of the Church of England, to quality him for 
any Tdi or Military Employment. It muſt be own- 
ed, that thele three Laws together, lay very hard 
upon the Diſſenters, and amounted to a very unjuſ- 
tifiable Severity, The two firit were very unreaſon- 
able; which I believe was the Cauſe, rather than 
the Conjideration of their Services, that occalioned 
their Repeal in 1717. I fay, this ſeemed rather to be 
the Reaſon of their Repeal, rhan either their former 

| Services 


= 


- . 8 * 
— — = — 
= — — — Conner LO IS * 
Sy —_— —— — 22 
1 — — 22 — 


3 


— 1 
„ „„ - 
— -—” << . oy 


2 — x 
A L 
” WT 9 2 


* - 
—— "_—_ 2 


DIY 


* — — N 
—ä — — —— 
* 


— 


F ww « mY 


| 
b 


* a — * $ _Yy x — 3 9 
: - * = 


— 


ay — 
„ 
=— 


_— - . 
. = ©. 
5 = 
— — 


— wy * 2 


* 
þ 2 * 
— 1 
OLI 2 14 * * 
b 3 « > 


<P 2 EC P 2 L Ws 0 0 = * - 4 
<< — l F . * * 2 , 
„ „% —— TW 2 EEE o _—_— - — 
— — - . — — 6 — - 
— 


—̃ nn 


* ——_— 
— 4 w—__ _ 


[ 18 } 
Services, or thoſe in that Reign; which, though 
magnified by them, conſiſted in no more than this, 
that one Wood, a diſſenting Miniſter, at the Time of 
the Preſton Rebellion, led a Body of four hundred 
Diſſenters (which he ſupported -at his own Charge 
for ſome Days) to aſſiſt the King's Troops in Lan- - 
caſbire. This may be looked upon as a great Merit 
in that Miniſter, and in the particular Perſons con- 
cerned with him; but can hardly entitle the whole 
Party to any Reward : And, I think, an Argu- 
ment that makes more againſt them, than for them, 
ſince it proves, that they are by no Means incapa- 
citated to ſerve their Country; from which Suppo- 
ſition, however, they derive one of their ſtrongeſt 
Pretenſions to this Indulgence. 


FROM hence it appears, that much Favour 
has been ſhewn to this Set of Men, and that' they 
have very little Reaſon to accuſe the Government of 
Ingratitude, Without any Diſparagement of their 
Merit, we may venture to ſay, that they have had 
a Reward at leaſt equal to their Deſert, And allow- 
ing, that they have been of much greater Uſe to 
the Proteſtant Cauſe, and to the Cauſe of Liberty, 
than I fear they will be able eaſily to prove, I be- 
lieve it will be found,' that they have met with a 
very /«fficient Return, unleſs they ſhould pretend to 


- underſtand by Gratitude, what was never yet under- 


ſtood by it before, that it ſubjects a Man entirely 

to the Will and Humours of another ever after, 

which, if it ſhould be conceded, would neceſſarily 

render the Condition of any Man very deplorable, who 

mould lie under any O-ligation, though of the moſt 
vial Nature, to another. 


I SHALL now leave this inconſiderate and 
ſenſeleſs Plea of Gratitude, to enter upon the Con- 
, ſideration 
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ſideration of ſome of their other Arguments. By 
the Time they have been thoroughly examined, i 
fear I may be with Juſtice cenſured for giving them 
ſo honourable an Appellation, and in; Truth they 
have no Tizle to it. Thoſe that occur in the next 
Place, are ſuch as are founded upon their Numbers 
and Power; both which they are not barely content 
only to repreſent as very conſiderable, but they have 
the Inſolence even to carry it ſo far as to inſinuate, not 
only in their Diſcourſe, but in their late Writings,* 
that they are the chief Support of his Majeſty's 
Crown, How prudent it may be, and how likely 
to reconcile the Minds of Men in their Favour, to 
make ſo ſcandalous an Inſinuation upon the Body of 
the People of England in general, at this Time, or 
how agreeable even it may be to the King himſelf, 
I ſhall not determine; but this I will venture to 
affirm, that upon due Conſideration of their Num- 
ber, it will appear to fall very little ſhort of a zrea- 
ſonable Reflection. According to the Calculations the 
moſt favourable to them, they are not reckoned to 
make one thirtieth Man in this Kingdom ; ſo that it will 
follow, that his Majefly has little more than two 
hundred thouſand of his Subjecis, out of ſeven Mil- 
lions, zealouſly attached to his Intereſts, or concern- 
ed to ſupport his Government, Not to conſider how 
utterly impoſſible it muſt be for any Prince to ſtem 
the Torrent of ſuch an univerſal Diſaffection; I ſay 
only, that ſuch an Aſertion ſavours very ſtrongly of 
that very Di/affeFion; it exceeds any Thing of the 
Kind that I have ever heard of; and the utmoſt that 
Count Gyllenborg advanced in his Letters to Baron 
Goertz, to encourage the Swediſßh Attempt in the late 
King's Reign, was, that nine in ten were Rebels. How 
fooliſh are the Diſſenters to put the Matter upon this 


_ * Vide The true Churchman's Reaſons, &c. Alſo, two 
Queſtions of preſent Importance, &c. 
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Tue; and how much more weak would the Covern- 
went be to comply with their Reguęſt upon ſuch a Foot, 


WHEN they wrge this Argument in other 
Lights, it carries ſtall with it the ſame Air, and 
makes the ſame Appearance. They pretend, that 
this cloſer Union with them, would ſtrengthen the 
Government in caſe of either foreign War, or inteſtine 
Commotion ; but what need have we to be thus 
ſtrengthened ? or rather, how ſhould we be ſtrengthened 
by it at all? If that be true of which they boaſt fo 
much, that they have ever joined, and cloſely ad- 
hered to us upon any ſuch Occaſions, whence are we to 
fear that they will not fi// continue to do it? This 
Fear can ariſe from nothing but a Knowledge that 
they have changed their Principles, and that they 
are now ready to eſpouſe another Cauſe ; and this, 
ſurely, will not be thought a good Argument for us 
to ſtrengthen their hands by Places of Profit and Truſt. 
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B UT not to inſiſt too much upon this, or bear 
too hard upon them for that which ſeems rather to 
proceed from the Folly of their Leaders, than any 
1 Diſpoſition in their Party, I ſhall only obſerve 
once more, that this Noiſe about their Numbers, 1s a 
very falſe Repreſentation ; and perhaps, upon better 
Cofderation they may find it their Intereſt to 
have it thought ſo; for to reflect upon the Story of 
Wood, which I have juſt now mentioned, and their 

pitifulAſſiſtance of four hundred Men upon that 
Occaſion, it would cruelly impeach their Pretenſions 
on the Foot of Gratitude, if their Number or Power 
were in any ſort equal to what they would have 
them eſteemed to be. 


AS to their Power, it muſt neceſſarily be propor- 
zienate in ſome Meaſure to their Numbers; and yet 
it 
= 


( 2x ) 

it will appear much /z{ than we might naturally 
conclude from thence, The Strength of a Party 
conſiſts greatly in the Weight and Figure of its 
Heads ;, but their Heads are really Men neither of 
Weight nor Figure, They may. have, and we ſee they 
have, Influence enough to dupe their own poeple, and 
to draw them into idle Schemes to promote their pri- 
vate Intereſts, which may poſſibly have an End that 
will prove «nlucky to them all; but as for any Thing 
farther, we know they have no Pretenſions to it; ſo 
that if this their Aſertion was true (which is ſo pal- 
pably otherwiſe, that I can hardly help laughing when 
1 take notice of it) that the Government were really 
in Difreſs to find Perſons proper to beſtow their Em- 
ployments upon; or if it were true, that the Tei 
would prevent them from accepting any Office of 
Honour or Advantage, which we know, by very good 
Experience, it will not; I ſay, allowing all this, 
yet I cannot readily ſee how the Repeal they ſo much 
ſolicit, could be of any Service to the Government, or 
even to themſelves, ſince it is more than probable, 
that they would ſtill be taken into Employment as 
little as they are at preſent; I ſay, more than probable; 
becauſe upon ſuch an Union between «s and the 
Diſſenters, the Leaders of that Party muſt neceſſa- 
Tily loſe that little Weight which they now have; 
and I am ſure the 4% eight they have the 4% likely 
they are to get into Place, 


WITH this Confutation of their Number and 
Porver, all Arguments built upon that rotten Foun- 
dation muſt naturally yal to the Ground: M 
of them, were that Foundation much more ſolid, 
would ſtill be very impolitically urged. Among the 
reſt, that which relates to- their Uſefulneſs'to the 
Crown, in future Elections, which they hint at in 
ſo many of their Pampblets. It is not to be ſup- 

poſed 
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| poſed that the Crown either wants or deſires ſach an 


Influence : and it is ſtill more prepoſterous, to offer 
ſuch an Argument to the Parliament, who have ever 
been jealous of it, and conſtantly guarded againſt 


it, as much as they poſſibly could. 


THEIR mention of Elections, gives me a far- 
ther Opportunity to diſplay both their Iaſolence and 
their Yeakneſs, in Point of Number and Power, As 
the Laws now ſtand, they have a Right to give 
their Votes for the chuſing of Parliament Men: this 
Right in general they exerciſe; if they do not, it is 
their own Fault, and they preclude themſelves. In 
this, therefore, they ſhew their Inſalence, that they 
are ſo reſtleſs and turbulent under Laus to which 
they have actually given their Conſent, in as full a 
Senſe as the People of England are ſaid to give theirs 
to any Act of Parliament that ever yet paſſed, and 
in as full a Senſe as any People do it in any Conſtitu- 
tion under the Sun. As to their Weakneſs, it may 
be eaſily judged from the in/igmficant Number of 
Gentlemen of their Perſuaſion now in the Houle of 
Commons; and this is, no doubt, an excellent Rule 
to follow in this Caſe; for as they chuſe their own 
Repreſentatives themſelves, there is little Reaſon to 
doubt that their Strength in the Houſe bears very 
near a juſt Proportion to bat of their Party. 


AS to another of their Arguments, that this is a 
proper Time for the Repeal of the Teft, I need ſay 
very little to it, after having ſhewn, that there will 
never be a proper Time at all. However, I will go 
out of my Way, /o far as to prove, that even in 
this they are very much miſtaken: and this I can do, 
by making uſe of their own Reaſons for its being ſo, 
which are drawn from the profound Tranquility that 


the Nation at preſent enjoys. If our Affairs wero 
in 


G 


in Confuſſon, and our Government in Danger, the 
Violence of the Diſorder might require a deſperate - 
| Remedy, but nothing leſs than the moſt abſurd Strain 
of Politicks, could induce us to make Alterations in 
Matters of this Moment at this Time; and they 
muſt be downright Madmen, who would thus un- 
neceſſarily hazard the Peace and Quiet of the whole 
People. — Incerta pro Certis, Bellum pro Pace malebats 


I am naturally led by this, to what I think an 
invinſible Reaſon againſt our Compliance with the 
Difſenters Requeſt ;” and that is, the Danger, if not 
the Certainty, of Diſturbances ariling from it to the 
State. I look upon it, I ſay, as certain, that this 
Change cannot be made without the Revival of thoſe 
bitter and bloody Conteſts by which we have for- 
merly ſuffered /o much. A Man of very moderate 
Capacity, may eaſily perceive that theſe Party Diſ- 
putes, tho* they are hbuſved for the preſent, are not 
annibilated: They fleep, and God forbid that they 
ſhould be awakened by us. Let us look back and 
conlider the Conſequences that followed upon a'Tranſ- 
ation of much 4% Importance, tho? ſomething of 
the /ame Nature with this, in the Reign of the late 
Quern; I mean the Tryal of Dr. Sacbevereil: We 
may readily ſee the Bent of the Nation in this Mat- 
ter, by that Inſtance. The People imagined that 
the Proſecution of that Parſon was puſhed by the 
Preſbyterian Intereſt: Inconſiderable and worthleſs as 
he was in himſelf, this was ſufficient to raiſe Heats 
in the whole Kingdom, ſuch as are hardly to be con- 
ceived: They imagined it to be a Prelude to ſome 
fatal Alterations in the eſtabliſhed Church : * And 
the Commons, at that Juncture, in an Addreſs to 
the Queen, expreſſing at the ſame time with their 


* Vide the Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons to the Queen, 
relating to Dr, Sacheverell's 'Tryal. 1709, 
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Zeal for her Majeſty, and for the Support and Honour 


' of the Church of England, a Care for the Toleration 


of the Proteſtant Diſſenters. The People were ſo 
alarmed even at this lig Expreſſion in their Favour, 
that they broke out into the moſt outrageous Flame, 
and committed all the Diſorders that their Fury 
could invent towards thoſe who were in the leaſt ſuſ- 
pected to be inclined to that Party; but if a bare 
Suſpicion of a ſight Indulgence to the Diſſenters 
then, could create fo general and violent an Unea/ineſs, 
what might we expect now from the total Gratifica- 
tion of their Defires? I ſhould ſay, What might we 
not expect? For, as I have already obſerved, it is 


_ Folly, either for them, or for us, to flatter ourſelves, 


that the Minds of Men are ſo altered as to admit of 
ſuch a Change with Patience. 


I think I have, by this time, ſufficiently ſhewn 

the Weakneſs and — of the Pretenſions of the 
Diſſenters: I have conſidered them in a religious as 
well as a political Light; and I believe that they ap- 
pear equally Frivilous in both, In the firſt Place I 
undertook to prove, that they ab/ardly brand our 
Uſage of them with the Name of Perſecution; and 
upon this I have ſpent more Time than I ſhould 
willingly have done, but from the Necefity of clear- 
ing what properly ought to receive that Appellation, 
and what is really the true Natare of it. This I 
was obliged to do, becauſe upon a miſtaken Notion 
here, they ground their principal Argument. I pro- 
ceeded next to enquire into their re Merit, and 
the degree of Obligation we lie under to them, in 
Point of Gratitude. I then examined their Pretences 
of Number and Power, which will appear equally 
ridiculous and impertinent: And in the laſt Place 


J have plainly ſhewn, the very great Danger which 
might 


1 


might be apprehended to the Publick from the Sues 
teſt of their Attempt. 


I am afraid I have already treſpaſſed 1 far upon 
my Reader ; but I ſhall beg leave to make only ont 
or to Obſervations more, and I ſhall conclude. 


Firft then, I cannot but take Notice, that every 
Argument which is uſed by the Preſbyterians, in 
favour of themſelves, may be pleaded as ſtrongly in 
favour of - Arminians, Socinians, Browniſts, Muggleto- 
nians, Arians, and every other Sectary whatſoever, 
even Papiſts alſo; and this ſeems to be acknowleged 
by them, in lately admitting four of the Anabaptiſts 
into their laſt Committee. I ſhall not draw the natu- 
ral Inferences to be drawn from this Conſideration; 


I leave them to be made by every unbiaſſed Judg- 
ment. | 


MY other Obſervation is in general upon what 1 
have hinted at before, The Irregularity, and Inde- 
cency of their Behaviour. Their O#ſtinacy is inſup- 
portable, and cannot be better illuſtrated, than by 
recording their Conduct upon this Occaſion, in re- 
fuſing to liſten to the Advice of their beſt Friends, 
and in rejecting the almoſt unanimous Opinion of 
their beſt and wiſeſt Men, to whom they had refered 
the Conſideration of this important Affair. Quos 
Deus vult perdere prius dementat, or elle it would be 
 Impoſlivle for theſe Men to expe# that they could 


find a Government ſo weak as to be bullyed into Com- 
pliance with them. 


I ſhall cloſe what I have ſaid upon his Subjec, 
with a Paſſage out of the Proclamation of Kin 
James the firſt, for Uniformity of Prayer, which 
we find prefixt to the old Common Prayer Books of 
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that Time. And laſt of all we do admonifs all 
Men, that hereafter they ſhall not expect, nor attempt 
any farther Alteration in the common and publick Form 
of God's Service, from this which is now eſtabliſhed ; 
for that neither will we give Way for any to preſume 
that our own Judgment, having determined in a Mats 
ter of this Weight, ſhall be ſwayed to Alteration by © 
the frivolous Suggeſtion of am light Spirit; neither 
are we ignorant of the Inconveniences that do ariſe in 


Government, by admitting Innovation in Things once 


ſettled by mature Deliberation ; and how neceſſary it is 
to uſe Conſlancy in the upbolding of the publick Deter- 
minations of States; for that ſuch is the Unquietneſs, 
and unſtedfaſtneſs of ſome Diſpoſitions, affecting every 
Year new Forms of Things, as Ir be fol- 
lowed in their Unconſtancy, would make all Actions of 
State contemptible; whereas, the ftedfaſt maintaining 
of Things by good Advice eftabli is the Meal of 
all Common-wealths. 
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